Louder Than A Bomb 2011

et . MAHA'S OWN
E.x) £ IT CINEMA
‘ NONPROF
OF THEATER g 402.933.0259
??z)aui?é%mzv STREET FILMSTREAMS:ORG
OMAHA, NE 68102
FILMSTREAMS.ORG

DEVOTED TO THE PR

T

FORM - DEVOTED T? 1HE PRESE"

ESENTATION A

In Person: Greg Jacobs

The director of LOUDER THAN A BOMB, a new documentary
about Chicago’s annual youth poetry slam, the largest such
competition in the world, will appear at an opening night
screening at Film Streams’ Ruth Sokolof Theater.

Omaha, Nebraska (6/30/2011) — Film Streams is excited to announce that director
Greg Jacobs will appear at an opening night screening of his new film, LOUDER
THAN A BOMB.

The acclaimed documentary, which follows four teams of teenagers as they prepare
to compete in the world’s largest youth poetry slam, Chicago’'s annual “Louder
Than a Bomb” contest, will open at Film Streams’ Ruth Sokolof Theater on Friday,
July 29. Following that evening’'s 7 p.m. showtime, Jacobs will talk about the
process of making the film and take questions from the audience.

Tickets for the opening night screening of LOUDER THAN A BOMB are on sale now
at the box office inside Film Stream’s Ruth Sokolof Theater (1340 Mike Fahey Street,
Omaha) and online at www.filmstreams.org. Tickets are $9 general, $7 for students,
seniors, teachers and military, and $4.50 for Film Streams Members.

LOUDER THAN A BOMB will show at Film Streams’ Ruth Sokolof Theater Friday,
July 29 through Thursday, August 4.
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ABOUT THE FILM

Co-directed by Greg Jacobs and Jon Siskel,
LOUDER THAN A BOMB is a film about
passion, competition, teamwork and trust.
It's about the joy of being young, and the
pain of growing up. It’'s about speaking out,
making noise and finding your voice.

It also just happens to be about poetry.

Every year, more than 600 teenagers from
over sixty Chicago area schools gather for
the world’'s largest youth poetry slam, a
competition known as "Louder Than a
Bomb.” Founded in 2001, Louder Than a
Bomb is the only event of its kind in the
country—a youth poetry slam built from the
beginning around teams. Rather than
emphasize individual poets and
performances, the structure of Louder Than a
Bomb demands that kids work
collaboratively with their peers, presenting,
critiquing, and rewriting their pieces. To
succeed, teams have to <create an
environment of mutual trust and support. For
many kids, being a part of such an
environment—in an academic context—is
life-changing.

LOUDER THAN A BOMB chronicles the
stereotype-confounding stories of four teams
as they prepare for and compete in the 2008
event. By turns hopeful and heartbreaking,
the film captures the tempestuous lives of
these unforgettable kids, exploring the ways
writing shapes their world, and vice versa.

Film Streams at the Ruth Sokolof Theater
Contact: Casey Logan, (402) 933-0259 x 11
casey@filmstreams.org

This is not "high school poetry" as we often think of it. This is language as a joyful
release, irrepressibly talented teenagers obsessed with making words dance. How
and why they do it—and the community they create along the way—is the story at

the heart of this inspiring film.
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ABOUT GREG JACOBS

GREG JACOBS is the former VP/Chief
Creative Officer at Towers Productions, where
he oversaw the content of more than 200
documentaries on five different networks,
including award-winning shows and series for
A&E, History, Discovery, The Weather
Channel, and CNN. A graduate of Yale, Greg
has a master's in history from Ohio State, and
is the author of “Getting Around Brown:
Desegregation, Development, and the
Columbus Public Schools.”

In 2005, Greg and fellow director/producer Jon Siskel co-founded SISKEL/JACOBS
PRODUCTIONS (SJP), a Chicago-based television and documentary production
company. Prior to LOUDER THAN A BOMB, SJP produced the Emmy-winning
History Channel program “102 Minutes That Changed America,” which
reconstructs—in real time—the events of 9/11 in New York City, using only sound
and video from that morning. More than five million viewers tuned in to the
premiere, making it the second most-watched telecast in the network’s history (the
program has now been seen by over twenty million viewers worldwide). One of the
most acclaimed documentaries of recent years, “102 Minutes” won three Primetime
Emmys, including Outstanding Nonfiction Special, as well as the Most Innovative
Program Award at the 2009 History Makers International Summit, a CINE Masters
Series Award, a Silver Telly, and a FOCAL International Award. Named the Best
Nonfiction TV Episode of 2008 by iTunes, the “102 Minutes” has become standard
viewing in high school and college classrooms across the country, a way for
teachers to introduce their students to the emotional and historical impact of 9/11.

SJP is currently in production on additional episodes of its groundbreaking
“Witness” series for the National Geographic Channel. In March 2009, SJP was
named to Realscreen Magazine's "Global 100"—its annual list of the world's most
influential factual production companies.

Special support for Film Stream’s Visiting Artists Program is provided by the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

THE ACADE MY

OF MOTION PICTURE ARTS AND SCIENCES

Page 30of4


mailto:casey@filmstreams.org

Film Streams at the Ruth Sokolof Theater
Contact: Casey Logan, (402) 933-0259 x 11
casey@filmstreams.org

.- RUTH SOKOLOF THEATER OMAHA'S OWN f 2
. MS 1340 MIKE FAHEY STREET FI LM @ STR EAMS NONPROFIT CINEMA FE H
e | OMAHA, NE 68102 402.933.0259 K
A | ™ FILMSTREAMS.ORG ™ FILMSTREAMS.ORG 3 E

""" 11 AS AN ART FORM - DEVOTED TO THE PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF FILM AS AN ART FORM - DEVOTED TO THE PREGE

Film Streams is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing the
cultural environment of the Omaha-Council Bluffs area through the presentation
and discussion of film as an art form. For more information,
visit www.filmstreams.orq.

In addition to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, Film Streams is
grateful for the wonderful support of our members, individual donors, corporations,
foundations, and government organizations who make our programming possible,
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