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Film Streams and UNO’s Office of Latino 
and Latin American Studies Announce “Cinemateca” Partnership 

New Spanish-language film series to begin in late August 
Omaha, Nebraska (June 10, 2008)—Film Streams and the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Office of Latino and Latin American Studies (OLLAS) proudly announce a new programming partnership intended to bring some of the best Latino, Latin American, and Spanish films ever made to the Omaha area.

The partnership will have its official launch in late August 2008 with the ten-film “Cinemateca” series (August 29 – October 2), the first in an ongoing collaboration between Film Streams, Omaha’s nonprofit cinema located at the corner of 14th & Webster, and UNO’s OLLAS.

The “Cinemateca” series is the product of more than two years of planning between the two groups, and will feature a variety of films representing different countries, time periods, directors, and genres, appealing to a broad and diverse audience. The series will also include weekly discussions about select films in the series, led by OLLAS faculty members, Latin American representatives, and special guests. 

“The ‘Cinemateca’ series represents a significant effort to promote cultural cosmopolitanism in Omaha,” said Steven L. Torres, OLLAS faculty member and “Cinemateca” series co-chair. “It provides a rare opportunity for individuals to reach beyond their own culture of origin and become more globally, socially, and aesthetically aware.”

The ten films selected for the initial “Cinemateca” series will be announced later this summer. The collaborative series is being curated by Film Streams and OLLAS faculty members Lourdes Gouveia, Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado, Maria Villamil, Steven L. Torres, Maria Arbelaez, Michael Carroll and Alejandra Toledo.

The “Cinemateca” series is generously sponsored by Sam Walker and Elizabeth Emlen Walker. Partial funding for OLLAS’ work on the series was provided by the U.S. Department of Education.


Contacts:
	Film Streams
Casey Logan, Communications Coordinator
(402) 933-0259 x 11
casey@filmstreams.org
	UNO’s Office of Latino and Latin American Studies (OLLAS)
Lucy Garza, OLLAS Project Coordinator
(402) 554-3835
lgarza@mail.unomaha.edu



-MORE-
About Film Streams
Film Streams is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing the cultural environment of the Omaha-Council Bluffs area through the presentation and discussion of film as an art form. In late July 2007, Film Streams opened the Ruth Sokolof Theater at the corner of 14th & Webster in downtown Omaha, within a new entertainment development anchored by Saddle Creek Records and their bar/music venue Slowdown. 


Open seven days a week, Film Streams’ cinema features both first-run films—new American Independents, documentaries, and foreign films making their theatrical premiere in Omaha and the surrounding region—and repertory selections celebrating the history of cinema. The theater also hosts a variety of community development events, including lectures, forums, Q&A’s with visiting filmmakers, and other programs that contribute to an ongoing dialogue about film. Film Streams is currently piloting an Arts in Education program designed for area high school students.

As a nonprofit committed to screening films based on their creative, artistic and social merits, Film Streams depends on the support of our membership program, individual donors, grants from foundations, corporations and government organizations, and community volunteers.

For more information, please visit us online at www.filmstreams.org. 


About OLLAS
The Office of Latino/Latin American Studies of the Great Plains - OLLAS (pronounced "oy-yas"), at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO), was established in the summer of 2003 as the result of on-going efforts made by the faculty, staff and students of the UNO Chicano/Latino Studies (CLS) Program, a federal appropriation made possible by the U.S. Department of Education, and the support of the Greater Omaha community. Please see our Annual Reports and Mission statement.

OLLAS helps fill a void in the Nebraska and the Great Plains region's academic infrastructure by being dedicated to the productive incorporation of the new and growing Latino population into the political, economic and social life of the region. Equally important is the development of our institutional capacity in providing a platform for academic initiatives aimed at improving our collective and evolving understanding of Latino/Latin American issues important to the region.

The office and its program initiatives - academic, research and service related - play a critical role in helping students, faculty, businesses, policy makers and community organizations acquire and enhance the necessary skills to develop the type of collaborative capacity-building models required for success in the increasingly complex global and demographically diverse environment.

OLLAS is also the editorial home of the Journal of Latino-Latin American Studies (JOLLAS). This peer-reviewed journal was formerly known as the Latino Studies Journal and represents another mode for the dissemination of research and analysis in the evolving realm of transnational Latino and Latin American political, social and economic issues.

For more information, please visit www.unomaha.edu/ollas.

